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COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS IN PUBLIC LIFE

150TH MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 14th OCTOBER AT THE THISTLE WESTMINSTER HOTEL, 49 BUCKINGHAM PALACE ROAD, LONDON SW1W 0QT
Present:                  Sir Christopher Kelly KCB

                                Dr Elizabeth Vallance JP                                

                                Rt Hon Alun Michael JP MP
 
Lloyd Clarke QPM

Oliver Heald MP
Dr Brian Woods-Scawen DL CBE

Sir Derek Morris MA Dphil 

Baroness Maddock
Apologies:               
Dame Denise Platt DBE

Secretariat:         
Ruth Alaile, Secretary
Peter Hawthorne, Assistant Secretary 


Gloria Durham, Secretariat Co-ordinator

Maggie O’Boyle, Press Officer
The Agenda was agreed.  

Summary Record of 149th Meeting

1. The minutes of the previous (149th) meeting of September were approved.
2. The Committee agreed to defer the planned seminar on the findings of the Public Perception Survey until the Committee’s scheduled meeting on 8th January 2009. 
Register of Interests 

3. The latest Register was reviewed and amended by Members. 
Resignation of Dame Patricia Hodgson DBE
4. The Chair reported that Dame Patricia Hodgson had regrettably resigned from the Committee due to unavoidable clashes between the Committee’s meetings and her other commitments.

5. The Committee placed on record their thanks and appreciation to Patricia for her sterling contribution to the Committee’s work over the last four years. 
Elected Mayor Seminar 

6. The Committee discussed the key points that had emerged from the seminar on elected mayors which had been held earlier on in the day. Committee members felt that the seminar had been very informative. It was agreed that notes of the discussion should be circulated and published.

Proposals for 12th Inquiry 

7. The Chair provided the Committee with an update on progress in developing proposals for the Committee’s 12th Inquiry. 
8. The proposed objectives and scope of the inquiry were also discussed. It was agreed that the inquiry should focus on local leadership, accountability, transparency and how these factors impact on public trust and confidence in local government. The Inquiry should include the London Mayor, the Greater London Authority and London Assembly. The Committee should examine how decisions are made in local government across the UK, and how well the practice as well as the theory conforms to the standards of leadership, openness and accountability set out in the Seven Principles of Public Life. Efforts should be made to hear from Mayors from other countries. The opportunity to Commission research to support the inquiry should be explored, but any research commissioned should clearly relate to the Committee’s deliberations.  
9. It was agreed that the Committee should announce the topic of its inquiry in November and publish an issues and questions paper inviting responses from the public and other stakeholders by the end of the year.
3RD Biennial Public Perception Survey 
10. The Chair of the Committee’s Research Advisory Board, Dr Mark Philp, presented the key findings from the Committee’s 3rd Biennial Public Perception Survey undertaken by BMRB. It was noted that the research findings would be published in early November. 
Secretary’s Report
11. It was noted that a significant amount of the enquiries that the Committee received related to specific allegations of misconduct which fell outside the Committee’s remit. It was agreed that the Committee’s replies to requests to investigate specific cases, should, as far as possible, seek to direct any such correspondents to the relevant individual or organisation able to investigate their complaints or provide them with the remedy that they are seeking. 

Current Issues and Concerns
12. The Committee noted the items on the paper.
Letter of Complaint about Public Disclosure of Political Donations 
13. The Committee considered a letter that had been written to the Chair of the Committee urging it to examine the role of complex corporate structures and tax havens in donations to UK political parties. It was noted that as this related to a specific allegation, the Committee could not investigate the issue. It was suggested that the individual should be directed to the Electoral Commission. 
Secretariat
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