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COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS IN PUBLIC LIFE

151st MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 20th NOVEMBER AT 35 GREAT SMITH STREET, WESTMINSTER, LONDON SW1P 3BQ
Present:                  Sir Christopher Kelly KCB

                                Dr Elizabeth Vallance JP                                

                                Rt Hon Alun Michael JP MP
 
Oliver Heald MP
Dr Brian Woods-Scawen DL CBE

Sir Derek Morris MA Dphil 

Baroness Maddock
Apologies:               
Dame Denise Platt DBE




Lloyd Clark QPM

Secretariat:         
Ruth Alaile, Secretary
Peter Hawthorne, Assistant Secretary 


Martin Adams, Policy Advisor


Matthew Dowding, Secretariat Co-ordinator

Maggie O’Boyle, Press Officer
The Agenda was agreed.  
The Chair welcomed Martin Adams to the Secretariat.
Summary Record of 150th Meeting

1. The minutes of the previous (150th) meeting of October were approved.
Register of Interests 
2. The latest Register was reviewed and amended by the Members.
Memorandum to Political Parties and Election Public Bill Committee on Postal Voting on Demand
3. The Committee discussed how to respond to a question put to the Chair by a member of the Political Parties and Elections Public Bill Committee during the Chair’s appearance before the Committee on 4th November.
4. It was agreed that the draft response should be revised to reflect the stance taken by the Committee in its Eleventh Report - that electoral fraud and inaccurate or incomplete electoral registers were equal affronts to democracy. The Committee should also take this opportunity to reiterate its call for the Electoral Commission to assume a clear oversight and regulatory role for electoral administration.
12th Inquiry – Timetable
5. The Committee were presented with a proposed timetable for the 12th Inquiry. The proposals included visits to local authorities prior to the public hearings, and eight public hearings to be held in London, Birmingham, Newcastle, Cardiff, Edinburgh and Belfast. 
6. It was agreed that opportunities for individual members of the Committee to shadow a local councillor should be identified. Committee members were asked to notify the Secretariat of any preferences they had about location or specific areas of interests. It was envisaged that the councillor shadowed would act as a guide for a programme of activities which might include observation of a planning committee, a scrutiny committee, a mayor’s question time or a cabinet meeting.
12th Inquiry – Outline of Issues and Questions Paper
7. The Committee were presented with an outline of the Issues and Questions Paper.
8. Members were informed that structure of the issues and questions paper was still being developed, but that it would be helpful if they could notify the secretariat of any key gaps, omissions or errors by Tuesday 25th November.
9. The Committee felt that it was important that the scope of the inquiry should be firmly grounded in the Committee’s Seven Principles of Public. In conformity with this, it was suggested that the phrase Openness should be used rather than Transparency. It was felt that the paper should also spell out the Committee’s reasons for undertaking this inquiry. It should point to the relative newness of the structures, the Committee’s view on how the seven principles contribute to better governance and outcomes and the alleged possibility of tensions between accountability and delivery. 
12th Inquiry – Supporting Research
10. The Committee discussed the opportunity to commission research to support the 12th Inquiry. It was noted that there are number of different resources and stakeholders which could assist the Committee. It was agreed that the Committee will continue to monitor the situation and commission research if and when necessary. A literature review on this subject had begun.
Publication of the Findings of the 3rd Biennial Public Perception Survey 
11.  The Committee discussed the key points that had emerged from the publication of the findings of the 3rd Biennial Public Perception Survey which was published on the 10th November 2008. It was noted that arrangements for the 8 January seminar were underway and that there would be a Committee discussion early on in the New Year on options for developing the Committee’s public perception research.
Public Administration Select Committee Inquiry into Good Government – Committee’s Response

12. The Committee discussed a draft response which focused on the question on the best means for ensuring high standards of ethical conduct in government. It was agreed that the paper should be submitted with amendments to reflect the tension between propriety and delivery, but also the role the media play in influencing public perceptions.

MPs’ Pay and Allowance (Update)
13.  The Committee noted the recent developments relating to MPs’ pay and allowances.

Briefing Note – Party Funding
14.  The Committee was presented with a paper providing an update of recent developments on party funding issues.
Secretary’s Report

15.  It was noted that the Chair had recent meetings with the Rt Hon Jack Straw MP and the Cabinet Secretary.
Current Issues and Concerns

16.  The Committee noted the items on the paper.
Forward Look

17.  The Committee noted the items on the paper. It was agreed that an alternative date in July should be identified for the planned seminar on “the media and perception of standards in public life”. It was also agreed that alternative dates for the Committee’s meeting scheduled meeting in September should be explored. 
Secretariat
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