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COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS IN PUBLIC LIFE

148TH MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 16th JULY AT 35 GREAT SMITH STREET, WESTMINSTER

Present:                  Sir Christopher Kelly KCB

                                Dr Elizabeth Vallance JP                                

                                Rt Hon Alun Michael JP MP
 
Lloyd Clarke QPM

Oliver Heald MP
                                Dr Brian Woods-Scawen DL CBE

Baroness Maddock

Dame Denise Platt DBE
Apologies:               
Sir Derek Morris MA Dphil


           Dame Patricia Hodgson DBE                     
Speaker:                  Denis Brennan (Head of Honours and Appointments)                                                                   
Secretariat:         
Ruth Alalie, Secretary
                                Charles Ramsden, Secretary 

                               
Peter Hawthorne, Assistant Secretary 


Matthew Dowding, Secretariat Co-ordinator

Maggie O’Boyle, Press Officer
The Agenda was agreed.  

Chairs Opening Remarks

The Chair welcomed Dame Denise Platt DBE to the Committee.

The Chair noted that this would be Charles Ramsden’s last meeting and thanked him on behalf of the Committee for his work for the Committee. The Chair welcomed Ruth Alaile, the new secretary, to the Secretariat.
The Chair welcomed back Maggie O’Boyle as the Committee’s press officer who returned from maternity leave.
Summary record of 147th Meeting

1. The minutes of the previous (147th) meeting of 15th May, were approved.  

The following action was noted as ongoing:
· Website Re-design: There had been delays, caused by difficulties with converting existing files. The Committee were informed that the new website should be completed by late July or early August. 
Register of Interests 

2. The latest Register was reviewed and amended by Members. 
MPs’ Allowances 

3. The Committee noted that the Members Estimate Committee had published its report on 25 June, and that the House had voted on its proposals on 3 July.  The Chair reported that there had been significant developments over the past 24 hours with the Chair meeting both the Leader of the House and her Deputy, and a debate in the House on the issue later on in the day.

.  

5.
The Committee recognised that steps that had been taken to improve audit and scrutiny of members’ allowances. But they felt that there remained a strong case for a fresh and independent look at the complete picture of how MPs should be remunerated and supported in a modern system.

6. It was agreed that the Chair should write to the Cabinet Secretary outlining the Committee’s views.
London Government and Other Elected Mayors
7. The Committee considered a proposal for a seminar on elected mayors, and the implications of this initiative to create more visible and effective political leadership on the systems of checks and balances designed to ensure high standards of conduct. The Committee noted there were some key differences in the way the London Mayoralty and elected mayors in other cities were established and operated and that this would need to be recognised in the seminar.

8. The effectiveness of overview and scrutiny arrangements was raised. It was suggested that the Committee should also consider the impact of the ‘cabinet model’ introduced by the Local Government Act 2000 on scrutiny at a seminar. 
9. It was agreed that the Committee’s first seminar should be held on 14th October on elected mayors. [Action – Secretariat to organise seminar for 14 October]
White Paper on Party Finance and Expenditure in the UK
10. The Committee noted the Government’s publication of a White Paper on Party Finance and Expenditure in the UK. The Committee was pleased that the White Paper contained firm legislative proposals in response to some of the Committee’s recommendations about the Electoral Commission in the Eleventh Report. However there was concern that Government had not indicated in the White Paper that it would be implementing the Committee recommendations on amending the Commission’s remit in the proposed Bill. The Committee had recommended that it should be taken out of all work on electoral boundaries and stop its work on increasing participation in the democratic process and its policy advice role. 

11. The Committee agreed that it should continue to press for these recommendations to be implemented and that the Committee should write to the Justice Secretary asking for clarification on the Government’s intention on the these issues. [Action – Chair to write to the Justice Secretary asking for clarification]
Government Consultation Paper on Weekend Voting
12. The Committee noted that the Government has issued a consultation paper on weekend voting. It was agreed that the Secretariat should draft a response to this consultation based on the findings of the Committee’s 11th report. [Action – Secretariat to prepare a draft response to the consultation for the Committee’s next meeting.]
Honours Update
13.  Denis Brennan, Head of the Honours and Appointments Secretariat gave a presentation to the Committee on the Honours system. 

Local Government Chronicle (LGC) Award on Ethics and Standards 

14. The Chair had been asked to judge a LGC award on ethics and standards but was unable to do so due to a previous diary commitment. It was agreed that Dr Brian Woods-Scawen should attend on the Committee’s behalf. [Action – Secretariat to notify the event organisers].
Current Issues and Concerns
15.  The Committee noted the items on the paper. The Committee asked if more emphasis could be placed on reports from think tanks, select committees that may not have been covered by the press. 

Schedule of meetings for 2009 and 2010

16. It was agreed that the Secretariat should circulate a revised list of meeting dates for 2009, and meeting dates for 2010.
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