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From: E Heneghan |

Sent: 28 Agril 2008 17:05

Ta: public@standards. x.gsi. gov.uk
Subject: Second Home Allowance
Falks

I have just sesn a videc clip of the conservative MP Eric Pickles
appearing on ‘Questicon Time' attempting to defend his expenges claim
for & second homa. He went on to say that he liwes 37 miles away
Fram Westminscer and needs somewhera close to his place of work, as
ha nas o attend a numper of meetingas outside normal office hours. I too Work in
Westminster, and liwe 37 miles away a few milgs Irom Mr

Picklos and regularly work cutside normal office hours, but like many
thousands of others feel very able to travel to and from the office
using the excellent public transpert services available.

Iz it not about time that purpose built sccommodation was set aside
for those MPa living some distance from Whitehall who need te stay in
Londen far the working week.

The building of such accommodation would be a welcome shot in the arm
for the building trade, would be relatively inexpensive in the
current economic climate and would in all likelihecod increase in
yalue over the c{}mln? }I'&a.l'ﬂ_ A C.-DI_JPT_E \::-_E blﬂﬂkﬂ should be ijfl':lﬂ'n:
£3 I'm sure the numbers reguiring a provided flat would be
esngiderably less than the number currently claiming a second home
allowance. By building such an accommodation block the taxpayer
would see a reduction in overall costs, MPFs would be lass exposed to
ariticism and ridicule, Security measures could be designed in and
this benefit in kind would be far less likely to he abused by those
who didn't cruly need 1t.

Regarcds

E
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