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Crear Sir Chnstopher,
I wias grateful for the invitation to make a submission to your review of MPs” expenses.

The starting position must be a system that is fully transparent, extemally audited and
regulated, that costs less than the current ane and can cammand the confidence of the
pubhc,

Iwould ot be in favour of consclidating all or most of the current ACA into salary, The
system should reflect the genuinely different costs invalved in representing different
constituencies. The system should also bhe ane that reimburses MPs for costs actually
incurred to reflect the different circumstances of MPs when they are slected to tha
Commons dnd during their serice.,

One of the notable things about the current furdre is that the public appear to be much
moreg exgrcized by claims for food, furniture, fitlings and maintenance than they are far
rent or mortgage interest. The consequence of that is that MPs who have claimed at or
near the masimum ACA for morgage interest or rént have not baen suljact to the same
lewvel of criticism as thoss who have claimed less but have included the sort of item= tha
public would expect people to pay for out of their own salares, So, | would favour ACA
being restricted to rent, mortgage interest and utilities etc with a cap significantly lower
than the current level, leaving MPs to pay for other items out of their own pockets,

| o it think it would be equitable 1o force all MPs or Ministers to Claim far costs in
London or their constituency. Again, that would not reflect the differing circumsiances of
MPs when they are elected nor changes to their circumstances dunng their service. i
would also be difficult to restrict claims ta remt rather than mortgage inferest as MPs



have already entered into morigage arrangements, which, as your consultation paper
acknowledpes, can also offer better value for the taxpayer.

In summary, | would like to see a simplified, transparent and cheaper system, regulated
and audited externally,

With very best wishes,

Ben Bradehaw MP
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