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Still Anjna - Independent Offices -

FLH

From: Rick Fawley [nckiawley@supanat com]

ganl; 00 June 2000 2315

To: Iy

Subject: Re: Submiszion on Standaras in Public Life - REVIEW OF MP'S EXPENSES

Gipna

¥ou have my permission o use his submission Rowever you think fit. | stand by it 2o fes free to sign it from
me and make all that data available publically

Let me know if ou need anything alse
Regands,

Rick

—— Oinginal Messags ——-

From: Inquiny @ standards » gz oy, uk

To rickiawieyidisyupanal oom

gent: Tussday. June 08, 2009 2:53 PM

Subject: RE. Submission on Standards in Public Life - REVIEW OF MF'S EXPENSES

Dear Mr Fawley

Thank you for your submission to the Committee's inguiry into MPs’ expenses. | have
passed this on to the Chair and Committee members for them 1o consider.

To ensure that our inquiry 1s conducted with the utmaost transparency, we are committed
to publishing all submissions we receive from public office holders, such as MPs, and
arganisations unless there are genuine arguments for confidentiality, or they appear 1o be
detamatory

The Committes (s also keen to publish all the evidence it receives from members of the
public. Could you please confirm that you are willing for your submission to be published
together with your name and details of the town/city in which you live

The Committee will not publish your submission without your consent It you are willing to
give your consent, please contact the Committee by email or in writing.

Kind regards

Siona Durbham

Committes on Standards in Public Life
Room 2.4

35 Great Smith Street

London SYWIP 3BQ

Tel Q207 276 2589

Fax: 0207 276 2585

=--—-{iriginal Message--—--

From: Rick Fawley [maitto:rickfawley@supanet.com]

Sent: 26 May 2009 00:13

Ta: Inguiry

Subject: Submission gn Slandards In Public Life - REVIEW OF MP'S EXPENSES

107062009
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Dear Sir of Madam,

| care about our democracy, and would like fo accept your mw’!lﬂnln to ordinary citizens to rlnahe a
submission for consideration in your review into Standards in Public Life - REVIEW OF MF's
EXPENSES.

| fully accept that there will be more qualified reports than my cwn, and | would submit that | am a
disappointed citizen rather than an angry one. In the true spirit of palitics | want to be able (o feel that
| can endorse what you're doing, because | seek to contnbute towards it rather than sit in judgement
awaiting it's publication

| feel this is @ genunine opporunity to reform something and maks it fit for the next 1040 years,

Regards and Good Luck,

Rick Fawley
Sheffiald

[Sheffieid Hillsborough, moving to Sheffield Hallam at the next slection, as a result of boundary
condition changes]

| /062005
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Uear Comimitias,
&9 o private individus! | should ke to make a submission regarding MP's expenses and allowances

| arm an ordinary citieen and & member of & mainstneam Palitical Party, formerly but not recently an activist.
My concern regards the impact upon political engagement af the populous.

A4 well 35 Lamishing the reputation of our politiclans, our democracy has also been weakensd. Newspaper
repnris suggest widespread political abdication Orrdinary citlrens feel powerless to act as it appears 1o be the
choice of the political porties, the constituency assaciations and Lo B as 1o who itays and who goes. The
irnmvement of the glectorate is deferred, creating a damaging feeling of disempowerment, with anger turning
b mpathy. Errant candidates are endorsed oF go unpunished far seemingly political reasens,

Growin m independent candidates may actually support the status qun, with voters encountering option
{atiglie 4 the ballor bowes. This may return the candidates they seek to reject by splitting the protest vole,
which 15 a5 dangerous to our democracy B increased monltoring is 4 danger to our liberty,

hrdinary citizens meed o look gt this as an oppertunity for change.
Travel and a Second Home | have to be in two places to de my job’

These fems are entwingd, The distance of an MF's constituency [0 Weastminster 1% n0f 50 much a Tackor as the
lemgth of the commute and, politically, the proportion of their constiusnts whio rmake that journey,

If that jrurney bs less than one hour by the best means, the MP should receive a London weighting and pay for
their trave] expenses out of it.

1AP"s nustslde that who have 8 particular proportion of their constitoents commuting anyway should ot be
able 1o claim for a second home, but should be gble to claim sither free public transport, or have a car, Lsing
the same tax rules a3 gther company car holdars.

Far olber MFs thoy thould @il have grace and Tavour accommodation pald for directly withaur any reference
to the BP. This might pay for Hself in 10 years. Thay should also have a chaoice of either & company car, or free
pubilic transport as above. For MP's wha need flights, they shiould he allocated 3 set number per year

Ultimatedy this means no additional costs sllowance, but possibly a house and a car are proveded without
reference to the MP': pocket, excepting tax llabflity

office Costs, Employing Family Members and Palitical Activists ‘Peaple | can trust and reky on’

staff showld by politically neutral and should understand government and party boundaries, and what they are
amd are not peemitted to do

Matey existing ttafl are qualified and should be given the option ¢ transferring onto Civll Service contracts that
are centrally managed. Where gualified, they should be considered fasourably

They thould autematicaily transfer to a new MP at election time, anid be employed directly by the steie If they
e ted o the constituency, they should understand the constituency, even if lncated in Westrminster

Finm of the civil service stalf members should be designated as a Constituency Office Manager, and they should
b recponsibie for office costs, not the MP.

Ay ewisting employess who rannot work for an MP of another political affiliation, who are ungualified or over
pald In relation to other stafl, and those who are past retirernent age should be released



The government should be free to redeploy qualified personnel between constituencies to allow for
professional growth and development. All need job descrigtions and person apecificanions that should be

written and maintained centrath.

The eammunications allowanee should be scrapped, Reasonable printing should be requestabile centrally
where the content can be checked for political bias. Internet should be used wherever possible

MP's Salaries “We need to attract the right peaple’

it's 2 public perception that the majority of MP's earned bess in private life than they earned in public ife,
hence the argument regarding MP's salaries is perceived 1o be disingenucus, The espectation is also that they
will earn Jess once they have returned to private life, unless they accept consultancies or dirsctorships that
explod their political contacts.

A frwe yaar or full parliamentary session ban on seeking or accepting oonsulancies should help to reassurs
rmigmigers of the sincerity of former politicians

Faying MPs the salany they earned the year they entered the House for ther first parfiamentary 1emm, capped
fosr wery high earners, would ensure oo MP turns awey from politics betause they cannot afford the pay drop
it would also ensure that those whose earming pedential (s way below that of a parliamertarian do oot hide
behind that argurnent. Only after an MP s re-elecied should they qualify far the B8F's pay scale, I they leave
the House after onby one term, they should have a legal night 1 their old job back, or compansation if it's
unavailable |f they stay for more than one, they forfeit that right.

The second term and beyond MP's payscale should be a particular multiple of the average salary of the
consiituenty

General Changes

Fieed terms for BP's, Primea Ministers and Gosernments would prevent the growth of sell interestad career
politicians. They would also prevent the distraction of Parllament arguing about sedhen the nest election shoulkd
be. Dissatisfaction in parties perceived to be clinging on for grim death would end, s election dates would be
st In sTatule

The public and paliticians would understand exactly when the days of reckoning are. The economy would be
stronger a5 business would be ahile to plan, MPFS would neturally spensd more thme in thelr constituencies in
the final year of a parliament.

Foliticians given a mazimum of three 4 pear terms would be not become disconnecied from thelr constiuents
by years of parliamentary privilege, while san in sale sears. Members of the publlc would feel more able to
influence policies if they felt There was genuine movement and epporfuniy for new politicians o challenge old
onEs

Allaw the House (o pass 8 vote of no confidence in a particular MP that 1riggers a by slection
Allowe anone to claim back thelr first year's membership of a political party

Remove the esit payments for politicians, unless they have served 3 Tull terms and are retiring

Yours respectfully,

Rick Fawley, Sheffield



