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COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS IN PUBLIC LIFE

168th MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 10TH DECEMBER 2009 AT 35 GREAT SMITH STREET, WESTMINSTER, LONDON SW1P 3BQ
Present:

Sir Christopher Kelly KCB

Lloyd Clarke QPM
Oliver Heald MP
Rt Hon Alun Michael JP MP
Dame Denise Platt DBE

David Prince CBE

Dr Elizabeth Vallance JP

Apologies: 

Dr Brian Woods-Scawen DL CBE

Sir Derek Morris MA Dphil
Secretariat:

Ruth Alaile, Secretary

Peter Hawthorne, Assistant Secretary 
Rachel Finlay, Researcher
The Agenda for the Committee meeting was agreed.  
Register and Declaration of Interests 
1. The latest Register was reviewed and amended by the Committee.
The Committee’s Annual Report 2008/09
2. The Committee considered a first draft of its annual report for 2008/09 and agreed that the annual stocktake should be up to date i.e. go beyond March 2009 to reflect current developments. 
3. The Chair’s foreword will demonstrate how the Committee’s activities over the year have contributed to the achievement of its objectives and will comment on themes emerging from the stock-take and the Committee’s last three inquiries.
4. A revised draft with the proposed foreword will be sent to committee members for comment, with a view to publishing the annual report electronically early in the new year.
Committee Research Programme

5. The Committee discussed a paper on proposals for research including its public attitude research. The Committee agreed to take a more active role in its Research Programme.
6. The Committee agreed a more targeted approach to the use of research in future by: 

· investigating ways in which information on standards could be better assessed;

· undertaking research in partnership with others; and

· using research to inform its work programme.
7. The Committee agreed in principle with the proposal to continue to track public opinion via an omnibus survey. But it was also interested in collating other intelligence on the state of standards in public life, such as data and the opinion of regulators. It was keen on exploring the extent of, and reasons for any disjuncture between the public and regulator’s view and how this might be addressed. The Committee recognised that some of these issues would have been considered by others and suggested that a literature review of existing research in these areas be considered first.

8. It was also agreed that the Research Advisory Board should be invited to the Committee meeting in February.    
Better Regulation of Party and Election Finance – Consultation by the Electoral Commission

9. A draft response to the Electoral Commission’s consultation paper on the future enforcement policy following changes made by the Political Parties and Elections Act 2009 was considered.

10. It was agreed that the letter should be amended to, amongst other things, reflect the importance of good local intelligence forming the basis of a proportionate and risk based enforcement approach.
Update on MPs’ Expenses and Allowances
11. Recent developments such as the appointment of the Board of the Independent Parliamentary Standards Authority (IPSA); the intention to bring forward legislation to strengthen the powers and accountability of IPSA; and the publication of details of additional cost allowance claims for 2008-09 and personal additional accommodation expenditure claims for the first quarter of 2009/10 were noted. 
Consultation on a Parliamentary Standards Commissioner for the Northern Ireland Assembly

12.  The Committee discussed and amended the draft response to the Issues Paper of the Committee on Standards and Privileges of the Northern Ireland Assembly on the Appointment of an Assembly Commissioner for Standards.
13. It was agreed that the amended response should be submitted to the review.

Date of the next Committee Meeting 
14. The next committee meeting will be on Thursday 11 February 2010. There will be no committee meeting in January.
The Secretariat
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