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 6 February 2008 
Dr Tony Wright MP 

House of Commons 

London SW1A 1AA  

Dear Dr Wright 

Thank you for your letter of 5 February suggesting that the Committee on Standards in Public Life should undertake an inquiry into the system of MPs’ pay and allowances.

I understand why you make the suggestion.  This is an important area and one where I have made clear that a review is needed.   

As I said when giving evidence to the Public Administration Select Committee last month, my Committee is currently considering its future work programme.  We have certainly not ruled out the possibility of such an inquiry.  But my expectation is that we will want to be clearer about the nature and possible  outcome of the various Parliamentary and political Party initiatives announced over the last few days before making a decision.

I can assure you that we have not been put under any pressure to steer clear of this area.  Nor would that determine our decision if we had.
I understand that you have made your letter publicly available and am therefore replying on a similar basis.  
Yours sincerely 

pp    CHRISTOPHER KELLY 
(approved by Sir Christopher Kelly and signed in his absence) 
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